The C-Chord Shape
A closed-position chord, any chord involving no open strings, is common in American roots music styles, and something every player can easily master. One family of closed-position chords is based around the C-chord shape. Notice that with a basic C7 chord in open position, the middle four strings are all fretted, which mean you can move it up the neck as long as you avoid or mute the high and low strings. 
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Let’s look at some of the possibilities the shape offers, using F7 as our starting point. 

Raise the note on the second string two frets and you’ve got F9, using all your fingers. By making a three-string barre with your ring finger, you can form another F9 that includes the high string as well. If you raise your pinkie one fret instead of forming the ring-finger barre, it creates F7 sharp 9, or “the ‘Purple Haze’ chord.” Form a barre with your index finger at the seventh fret to create F7 flat 9. If you take the first F9 we played and lower your index finger one fret, it creates Fm9. Mute the fourth string and grab the high string at the sixth fret to form F11 (also called E flat//F). 

[image: image2.jpg]Fo Fo F

2134 x21333 x2
1T 7 T [

F769  Fmo F11

=

=0

Jax o ox2131x x2134x  x2x3a1
7M. 7. (13 6fr.




You can also form a few major-seventh and major-sixth voicings from this general shape; try the Fmaj7 and Fmaj6 below. In jazz and western swing, the maj6 form is often played with the fifth of the chord in the bass. 
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