Learn to Play “Rosemary Fair” 

Though I first ran across “Rosemary Fair” in Colm Ó Lochlainn’s collection of sheet music More Irish Street Ballads, the sweetest and most memorable rendering I’ve ever heard is on Mick Hanley’s 1976 album A Kiss in the Morning Early (Mulligan 005). I chose a very simple picking pattern for this song to maintain the gentle waltz rhythm while never straying too far from the melody. 

One tiny structural note: while this song is counted in 6/8, you’ll notice that the seventh bar is in 9/8. This is a common trait in many traditional songs from all over the British Isles. The emphasis might shift forward or backward a beat in order to tell the story more conversationally. 
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By Danny Carnahan
