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Drop-2 Chords for All Styles
Music examples
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Drop-2 chord shapes on strings 1–4

Drop-2 chord shapes on strings 2–5

Drop-2 chord shapes on strings 3–6

Shown here are chord charts for every possible drop-2 chord 

in standard tuning. Although all of the shapes shown here 

feature F as the root, each one is moveable. Slide each one 

up and down the neck in half-step intervals to make other 

chords. Most of these shapes are pretty easy to grab on the 

neck of the guitar, although a few (particularly some of those 

maj7 shapes!) are a bit of a challenge. If a shape is giving 

you trouble or causing discomfort in your fingers or wrist, 

consider leaving out one of the notes or just move on to the 

next shape. 

Not every chord shown here will agree with your ears—some 

of the shapes on the bottom four strings sound a little 

muddy—but even the most challenging drop-2 chords can 

help inform your improvisation. Just exploring where the 

chord tones fall around each root gives you four important 

notes that you can play over just about any seventh chord 

you come across.
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The Battle Hymn of the Republic
Traditional, arranged by Andrew DuBrock
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